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Minutes of the 8th Annual General Meeting 
At Abbey Fields Community Centre, Back Lane, Winchcombe 
2pm Tuesday 13th May 2025 
!. 	The business meeting commenced at 2.pm with Phil Hawthorn in the chair.  68 members were recorded as being present, thus constituting more than the 49 members needed for the meeting to be the quorate.
2.	The Chairman began with introductory remarks, and then introduced JoAnne Freeman, who gave a short speech to highlight an upcoming event in the town on the 6th July, to provide additional funds for the Isbourne Arts Centre.  The event would involve an open day to allow the public to view eco-gardens and wild spaces as part of a green trail and would be supported by a green hub at the Arts Centre.  She hoped members would feel able to support the event.
3.	The Chairman then formally opened the AGM.
4.	Apologies were received from:
	Ian Tucker; Maggie Tucker; Lynne Smith; Nick Hoskins; David Ayres; Katie Ayres; Karen Kane; Paul and Janice Wonnacott; Pat Barton and Jane Clark
5.	The Minutes for the 2024 AGM had been circulated to all members via Beacon email and the website and a vote was proposed by John Barker, seconded by Tony Richards to approve them as an accurate record.  The Minutes were then unanimously approved.
6.	The Chairman began by reminding the meeting that was his last AGM as Chairman  after serving on the committee for 8 years since the u3a had been established in Winchcombe and directed members to his final Report that had been circulated to all members in advance of the meeting by email and by publication on our website.     He invited questions from the floor.  No questions were forthcoming  
7.	The Treasurer’s Report had been circulated in advance to all members via Beacon email and via the website, together with a copy of the summary accounts which had been verified by the independent examiner.  The summary accounts were screened in the hall for the benefit of members attending.  As in previous years, the accounts showed a healthy balance.  The Treasurer accordingly did not recommend any increase to members’ subscriptions for a further year.  In his report the Treasurer invited members to submit suggestions or ideas for events or activities that might be organised for the benefit of the whole membership. 
There were no questions to the Treasurer from the meeting.
 A vote was taken to approve them.  The motion was proposed by Bob Roberts and seconded by Mike Hill.   The vote was passed unanimously. 
A further vote to approve the continuation of an Examiner to scrutinise the accounts for the coming year and to appoint John Prout, who had again agreed to act in this role, was then proposed by Paul Clark and seconded by Tim Morgan.  
The vote was passed unanimously.  (The Treasurer had already indicated that a small gift would be given to the Examiner for his work on the accounts).

8.	The meeting then moved to consider the election of candidates as Trustees for the coming year.  The nominated candidates list had been circulated to all members in advance and the list was screened in the hall for the benefit of those attending.  The Chairman pointed out that the published list had shown two committee roles as being vacant, that being the post of assistant Treasurer, and the role of Beacon Administrator.  However, 2 other people had chosen to stand for election as ordinary members, namely, Lynette Hurley and Nigel Sharp, and it was hoped that any remaining vacancies could be filled in due course.
	A motion was then put to take the election of the candidates nominated, by a single block vote.  The motion was proposed by Paul Clark and seconded by David Wadsworth.  The motion was carried unanimously and the election of the candidates was then put to the vote and was equally carried unanimously.
	The Trustees elected for 2025 to 2026 were :
	Chairperson: Jean Jones			Vice- Chair: Paul McDonald	
	Treasurer:   Ian Tucker			Secretary: Lynne Smith
	Groups Secretary: Jenny Mackelworth        Membership Secretary: Sarah McDonald 
	Outings:  Di Smith				Webmaster: Andrew Cordery
	Newsletter Editor: Martin Blackwell
	Speaker Secretaries: Karen Kane and Brian Hayward
	Ordinary Members: Lynette Hurley and Nigel Sharp
	(NB The vice-chairman also performs the role of Safeguarding Officer, and the roles of Beacon Secretary and Assistant Treasurer were currently vacant)
9.	The Chairman asked if there was any other business, and John Barker, from the floor, expressed the clear view of the membership that there should be a vote of thanks to the Chairman for his service over the years and to the committee for their ongoing work.  The motion was not formally proposed, but was assented to by acclamation from the members present, in a round of applause. 
10.	Jean Jones as the newly elected Chair then formally proposed a vote of thanks to the outgoing Chairman, Phil Hawthorn, to Jane Hawthorn and to Maggie Tucker who were all leaving the committee.
	She then presented a parting gift to Phil and Jane Hawthorn on behalf of the members and committee to mark their lengthy service as trustees.
There being no other business from the meeting, the AGM was formally closed by the Chairman at 2.20pm. 
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